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Engaging with Investors 
Proposed Terms of Reference and Scope of Work 

  
This paper is provided as a basis for discussion regarding the scope of work to be undertaken 
by the Innovation Working Group in developing a new work programme to assist new 
technology companies to engage with investors.  It is proposed that a sub-group be 
established to take forward this work and report back to the IWG. 

 
Terms of Reference 
This sub-working group of the Innovation Working Group will investigate the 
issues faced by UK businesses which are developing low carbon vehicle 
technologies in locating and securing finance. It will develop a new 
programme of work to be undertaken by the Innovation Working Group to 
support these companies to engage with investors. 
 
The sub-group will report back to the Innovation Working Group at its next 
meeting scheduled to meet on the 9th July 2008. 
 
Scope of Work 
 

1. Gain a wider understanding of the requirements of new technology 
companies in raising finance during the innovation process and the 
barriers or difficulties they face in securing finance. 

 
2. Gain an understanding of the sources of finance available from 

different groups of financiers and the attributes these groups are 
looking for from investment opportunities. 

 
3. Gain a wider understanding of the means of searching for sources of 

finance and investment opportunities. 
 

4. Document the important stakeholders involved in the market for the 
provision of finance to new technology companies and understand their 
role. 

 
5. Identify barriers to the efficient provision of finance for new technology 

companies, asymmetries in demand and supply of capital and 
significant search costs involved.  Identify types of intervention to tackle 
these issues and who is best placed to take forward. 

 
6. Make recommendations for a programme of work to be undertaken by 

the Innovation Working Group to support UK businesses developing 
low carbon technologies to engage with investors. 
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